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Article :  

Michele  Kalmandi  brings   

true  Verdi style  to  Macbeth:  

The Opera Critic 18 Settembre 2010,  
scritto  da  Michael Sinclair  
http://theoperacritic.com/tocreviews2.php?review=ms/2010/nzomacbet0910.htm   

  

 

ăUna  voce meravigliosa, un  vero 
baritono  verdianoó      (Nello  Santi) 

ăGorgeous  voice, a true Verdi ð 

baritone.ó (Nello  Santi ) 

 

ĂVocally the performance is of a 

consistently high standard. 

Michele Kalmandi is outstanding 

as Macbeth. He has a true Verdi 

baritone with a warm burnished 

tone that is consistently beautiful 

and even throughout the range. 

The sense of anguish that the 

character feels just before he goes 

into battle is passionately 

delivered by Kalmandi in óPiet¨, 

rispettoô.ò  by Michael Sinclair  

The  Opera  Critic  18 September 2010 
http://theoperacritic.com/tocreviews2.php?re

view=ms/2010/nzomacbet0910.htm   

  
  

Verdi:  MACBETH at NZ -OPERA 
AUCKLAND and WELLINGTON  

September ð October  2010 
Stage director :  TIM ALBERY  

Cond. GUIDO  AJMONE -MARSAN  

 Verdi: MACBETH  

In  the  title -role  MICHELE KALMANDI  
Lady Macbeth: Csilla Boross   

MODENA Teatro  Comunale   

ôLuciano  Pavarotti  õ 

04.03.2011  

BOLZANO Teatro  Comunale  12.03.2011  

Conductor:  ALDO SISILLO 

Stage director: GIANCARLO COBELLI 

ñVocalmente ,  

lôesecuzione si  

mantiene  su  

elevati  standard  

in  maniera  

costante .  Michele  

Kalmandi   ̄ un 

Macbeth  

eccezionale .  Egli  

 ̄ un vero  baritono  

verdiano  dotato  di  

timbro  caldo  e 

brunito ,  che  si  

mantiene  sempre  

bello  in  tutta  la  

tessitura .  Il  

senso  di  angoscia  

che  il  personaggio  

prova  appena  prima  

di  andare  in  

battaglia   ̄

appassionatamente  

interpretato  da 

Kalmandi  in  

óPiet¨,  

rispetto ôò.   

 

Foto: Rolando Paolo Guerzoni 

Foto: Jane Ussher 
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Working  with  TIM ALBERY : 

Verdi:  MACBETH  
AUCKLAND and WELLINGTON  

September ð October  2010 

Lead Actors Antonia  Cifrone  who plays 

Lady Macbeth and Michele  Kalmandi  

who plays Macbeth are talked through a 
scene by Director Tim  Albery  during 

rehearsals at the rooms of New Zealand 

Opera in Onehunga ahead of opening 

night in Auckland. 25 August 2010 
New Zealand Herald Photograph by Greg Bowker 

ñIl Macbeth di Verdi 

ha costituito  unôattrazione 

per star  del mondo dellôopera 

di notevole  calibro  come Gobbi ,  

Nucci  ed Hampson, di cui  il  

Baritono  rumeno  Michele  Kalmandi  

d  ̈ prova  di essere  un valido  

collega .  

Drammaticamente  egli  trionfa :  

il suo  modo di recitare  

sobrio  e naturalistico  fa  

emergere  i torturati  eccessi  

e le strazianti  contraddizioni  

del personaggio  pi½ 

efficacemente  di quanto  

non avrebbe  fatto  unôinterpretazione istrionica .  

Quando canta  a piena  voce , per esempio , nella  paurosa  reazione  al  

fantasma  di Banquo  o nellôultima guerresca  aria  óPiet¨, rispetto , 

amoreô, la sua  voce  scura  e ricca  si  produce  in  un morbido  legato  

ed in  un espressivo  fraseggio ò.  

 
THE  NEW  ZEALAND  PERFORMING  ARTS  

REVIEW  &  DIRECTORY  

Article :   GREAT  THEATRE : A MUST -SEE  

Reviewed  by  Sharon  Talbot ,  12 Oct  2010  

ĂMacbeth  is  a role  that  has  made the  reputations  of  centuries  of  

famous  actors,  from  Garrick  (who  first  revived  the  play  in  1744 )  

through  Kean  and  Irving  to  Gielgud ,  Olivier  and  Orson  Welles .  Verdiôs 

Macbeth  has  attracted  opera  stars  of  equally  high  calibre ,  like  

Gobbi ,  Nucci  and  Hampson ,  of  whom the  Romanian  baritone  Michele  

Kalmandi  proves  a worthy  colleague .     

Dramatically  he triumphs,  his  low - key  naturalistic  acting  style  

highlighting  the  characterôs tortured  extremes  and  agonised  

contradictions  more  effectively  than  histrionic  acting  would .  While  

the  sottovoce (half  voice)tone  required  by  Verdi  in  the  murder  duet  

can be a little  unstable,  Kalmandi ôs dramatic  ability  more  than  

compensates .  And when singing  full  voice  in,  for  example,  his  fearful  

reaction  to  Banquoôs ghost  and his  last  warlike  Aria,ñPieta,  

rispetto ,  amoreò (óPity, honour ,  loveô),his rich,  dark  voice  produces  

lovely  legato  and expressive  phrasing . ò  
http : //www . theatreview . org . nz/reviews/review . php?id= 3446   

 
 

ñMichele  Kalmandi  ¯ un magnifico  Macbeth tormentato ; 

la sua  ricca  e potente  voce  baritonale  riempiva  

lôAotea Center auditorium , apparentemente  senza  

sforzo  alcuno ò.  

�ÅMichele Kalmandi  is  
a vocally splendid, theatrically believable Macbeth �µ 
Article:MESSAGE SUNG WITH STINGING PASSION   

 reviewed by  John Button, 
The Dominion Post 
http://www.nzopera.com/latest-stories/reviews/message-sung-with-stinging-passion   

 
 

 
 

THE  NEW  ZEALAND  PERFORMING  ARTS  

REVIEW  &  DIRECTORY  12 Ottobre  2010  

Scritto  da Sharon  Talbot ,   

 

�ÅMichele Kalmandi  is a splendid troubled Macbeth,  
his rich   powerful baritone filling the  

Aotea Centre auditorium,  
seemingly effortlessly. �µ 

 
 
 
 
 

Article: 

DRAMA WITHIN THE  

MUSIC  GIVES A 

SATISFYING DEPTH  

TO THE STORYTELLING   

(Auckland opening)  
The New Zealand theatre and 

performing arts 
review & directory 

Reviewed by Penny Dodd,  
20 Sep 2010  at 

Aotea �����v�š�Œ�������š���d�,���������'��� �U 
Auckland 

From 18 Sep 2010 to 25 Sep 2010 
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?i

d=3370   

 

ăUna  voce meravigliosa, un  vero 
baritono  verdianoó      (Nello  Santi) 

ăGorgeous  voice, a true Verdi ð 

baritone.ó (Nello  Santi ) 

 

ñMichele  Kalmandi  ¯ un Macbeth vocalmente  splendido  e 

drammaticamente  molto  credibile ò.  

 
Michele  Kalmandi  with  Antonia  Cifrone  


