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DER  Blaubart : ăéder  Verdi - un  

Wagner  bewªhrte Bariton  

Michele  Kalmandi  ó: 

 ă¦berzeugend gelingt  ihm  die  

Darstellung  eines  finster -

herrischen  Blaubarts , dessen  

musikalischen  Charakter  

Bart·k ªhnlich gezeichnet  hat  

wie  Debussy  den  seines  

Golauds  in  ôPell®as et  

M®lisandeõ. Blaubart  schwankt  

zwischen  abweisender  Kªlte, 

Angst  vor  der  Zerstºrung der  

ehelichen  Scheinidylle  durch  

die  Offenlegung  seiner  

Seelenabgr¿nde und  

Resignation  angesichts  der  

Tatsache , daÇ ðwie  es  im  

Prolog  heiÇt ðóder Schl¿ssel 

zum  Herzen ó, Judiths  Liebe , 

notgedrungen , ăT¿ren zum  

Leide ó ºffnen wird . All  diese  

Aspekte  macht  Kalmandis  

Interpretation  glaubhaft , was  

im  strengen  Rahmen   der  von  

Bart·k bewuÇt formelhaft -

rezitativisch  angelegten  

Gesangsfiguren  gar  nicht  so  

einfach  ist .ó 

MARTIN RUNDEL  
DAS ORCHESTER  Nr. 7 -8 /97  

  

MICHELE KALMANDI ðăTHE 
DUKE BLUEBEARDõS CASTLEó  
performed  at: 

Antwerpen  ðBlauwe Saal de Singel at 
õFlemish  Festivalõ 
Berlin  ðKonzerthaus 
Bordeaux ð Grand Th®atre 
Bratislava ðReduta Concert Hall  
Budapest ðState Opera 
Budapest ðPalace of Arts  
Cividale  del Friuli  ðMittelfest  
Edinburgh  ðFestival Theatre 
Glasgow  ðRoyal Scottish Opera 
Hamburg   -Sanct Michaelis Kirche 
Karlsruhe  ðBadisches Staatstheater 
Leipzig  ðOpera House 
Ljubljana  ðCankarjev Dom 
London  ðBarbican Hall  
Manchester  ðFree Trade Hall 
Neaples (Napoli ) ðTeatro San Carlo 
Perth ðConcert Hall at õPerth Festivalõ 
Prague (Praha) -Rudolfinum  
Spoleto  ðFestival 
Tongeren  ðBasilica 
Valencia  ðPalau de la M¼sica 
Warsaw (Warszawa) ðNational Opera  
Wellington  ðTown  Hall at õPerth 
Festivalõ 
Wien  -Musikvereinsaal  
Wiesbaden  ðKurhaus 
Z¿rich ðTonhalle 

 
 

CD KRITIK:  

 

Bela  Bartok:  

HERZOG BLAUBARTS BURG  CD  

Title -role  : M. Kalmandi  
 Judith : Katalin 3ÚÅÎÄÒïÎÙÉ  
ANTES EDITION LC7985;  
Bella Musica  BM -CD 31:9052  
Badishe  Staatskapelle ɀKarlsruhe  
Cond . byȡ 'İÎÔÈÅÒ Neuhold   

B®la Bart·k: 

A K£KSZAKćLLU HERCEG VćRA  

(The BluebeardõsCastle) CD  

Title -role : M. Kalmandi , Judith : Eva Balatoni  
Privat  Edition ɀParsifal  Foundation   BR0250 
Hungarian  State Opera Orchestra  
Cond . by: Janos Kovacs 

Bela  Bartok:  

HERZOG BLAUBARTS BURG CD  

Live  recording  at Tonhalle - :İÒÉÃÈ ΪΫȢΪίȢΫγγή 
Title -role :  M. Kalmandi   
Judith : Lubica  Rybarska  
Privat  Edition -Schweiz  
Schweizerishes  Jugend-Sinfonieorchester  
Cond . by: Andreas Delfs  

ôBLUEBEARD IN MANCHESTERõ 

ôA treat  in a rare  concert  performance of  

Bart·kõs Duke  Bluebeardõs Castle .õ 
ôCheerful  it wasnõt, gripping  it most certainly  was . 

No staged  performance could  have  been  more thrilling.õ 

 

 
Judith : Sylvia Sass  

The Bluebeard : Michele  Kalmandi  

Free Trade Hall, Manchester  

Hall® Orchestra , 

conducted  by : Kent Nagano   
 

MUSICAL  OPINION , 
Vol . 118; page  99-100 

ăBehind  Door  Five 

when  the  whole  

might  of his Kingdom  

was  displayed, a 

breathtaking  

orchestral  climax  

supported  by  the  

Organ  filled  the  hall 

with  a fantastic  

sound  during  which   
Kalmandi  was  in his 

element  whilst  

describing  the  scene , 

showing  a  

commanding  

authority  tinged  with  

an unnerving  

melancholy . (J.B.)  

 

 

CD and DVD RECORDINGS: 
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Classical  Music  ::  The  

Classical  Source  ::  For  

Reviews , Interviews  and  

News  

Article : αLondon  Schools  

Symphony  Orchestra έΣ  
Brahms  Variations  on  the  St 
Anthony  Chorale , Op. 56a, 
Bart·k: Duke  Bluebeardõs 

Castle  ;  

Monday , May 08, 2006 
Reviewed  by KENNETH CARTER 

ăThe performance  was  

compelling . Andrea  Mel§th and   

Mihaly  Kalmandi   are  both  

Budapest  trained . They sang  in 

the  operaõs language , 

Hungarian  ð that  mattered . Their 

fine  voices  were  admirably  

suited  to the  work  ð and  both  

sang  with  distinction . Kalmandi  

had  a warm , rich  voice  that  sits 

comfortably  over  both  lower  

and  higher  ranges . His sounds , 

unforced  and  natural , were  

suitably  lugubrious  ð with , also , 

the  necessary  stalwart  

attraction .ó* 
http ://www .classicalsource .com/d

b_control/db_concert_review .php?

id=3415# 

Bart·k: DUKE BLUEBEARDõS 
CASTLE 

Barbican Hall, LONDON  
Monday , May 08.2006 

Bluebeard : Michele  Kalmandi  
Judith : Andrea Mel§th 

LONDON SCHOOLS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  
Cond.  PETER ASH 

    

 

SPOLETO FESTIVAL ð SPOLETO, Piazza del Duomo , 29 Agosto  2004 

Barbabl¼: Michele  Kalmandi  
Judit: Andrea Mel§th 
Orchestra  Filarmonica  di Umbria  
Maestro  concertatore  e direttore  dõorchestra: Walter Attanasi  

IL MESSAGERO 01.09.2004 ( Spoleto ) 

ĂProfonda , calda  e sicura  la voce  di  Kalmandi ,  perfetto  nel  ruolo  del  perverso  principe  
Barbabl¼.ò  di  LUIGI FOLIETTI 

ăIl baritono  Michele  

Kalmand i ha dato  

al  personaggio  di 
Barbabl¼ potenza  
ed  espresssivit§ 
vocale , nonch® 
una  vera arte  di 
attore  
drammatico .ó 
SIPARIO , 
Issues 562-567 

 
 

Classical  Music :: 

The Classical  

Source   

Monday , May 08, 2006 
ôKalmandi  had a 

warm , rich  voice  that  

sits comfortably  over 

both  lower  and higher  

ranges . His sounds , 

unforced  and natural , 

were  suitably   

Lugubrious  ð with , also , 

the  necessary   

stalwart  attracti on.õ 

MITTELFEST - UDINE 
-Cividale  del Friuli-  

Barbabl¼: Michele  Kalmandi  
Judit: Katalin Szendr®nyi 

Orchestra  Filarmonica  di Udine  
Maestro  concertatore  
e direttore  dõorchestra:  
Anton Nanut  

Scenografia  e regia : 

Giorgio  Pressburger  

SIPARIO , Edizioni  562-567 

ăIl baritono  Michele  Kalmand i  ha dato  al  personaggio  

di Barbabl¼ potenza  ed  espresssivit§ vocale , nonch® una  

vera arte  di attore  drammatico .ó 

 

In  this  photo : 
SZILVIA  RALIK ( Judith ) and  

MICHELE KALMANDI at 
State Opera Budapest in  a new 

production  of Bart·kõs  ăThe Duke  
Bluebeardõs Castleó  in  2007 
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